
T 
raditions are powerful.  Some people will hold on to a tradition no matter what, even if it puts 
their souls at risk.  Of course, when it comes down to religion, in most cases, people believe 
that their traditions have some kind of scriptural basis, but often times they don't.  For exam-

ple, in December most people celebrate Christmas as the birthday of Christ.  There are those who 
believe there is scriptural basis for this when the Bible doesn't tell us on what day Christ was born, 
nor does it ever instruct us to remember His birth.  Along these same lines, people focus on the na-
tivity scene during the Christmas season.  Tradition says that the three wise men were led to the sta-
ble and found Jesus there.  The star guides the wise men to Bethlehem, then to the stable where 
they find Jesus.  Most believe the story transpired just like that as if it were the gospel truth; howev-
er, the Bible reveals the story a little differently.  First, the Bible doesn't tell us that there were three 
wise men.  That is just the figment of man's imagination.  The Bible simple says that wise men came 
to Jerusalem from the east (Matthew 2:1).  Furthermore, the Bible doesn't have the wise men finding 
Jesus in the stable, it has them finding Jesus in a house (Matthew 2:11).  
  
 All of this leads us to the question, "Should we base our religion on tradition?"  The answer 
depends on the source of the tradition.  Some traditions may be based on what the Bible teaches, 
while other traditions are based on man's opinion.  Paul spoke of traditions that must be followed 
when he wrote to the Thessalonians.  He said, "Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the tradi-
tions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle" (2 Thessalonians 2:15).  The tradi-
tions that Paul spoke of originated in the mind of God and were revealed by inspiration.  Those tradi-
tions were good and should be followed. 
  
 I recently heard a brother in Christ refer to the teaching that a person can only remarry if his 
wife was put away for fornication or if his wife dies as the "traditional position."  He was clearly trying 
to prejudice the minds of people by referring to that view in such a way, hoping that people would be 
turned off by the word "traditional."  Some traditional positions, like the one referred to above, must 
be held on to because they are based on scripture, not man's opinion.  I guess it would be good in 
this article to give a definition for the word tradition.  Webster says it means, "the handing down of 
information, beliefs, and customs by word of mouth or by example from one generation to another..."  
Now, there is nothing wrong with traditions that have been handed down by an inspired apostle.  
Those traditions are ordained and instituted by God.  Baptizing one for the remission of sins is a tra-
ditional position, taught as essential in faithful churches of Christ.  Should we stop teaching that be-
cause it is the "traditional position"?  Of course we shouldn’t because it is a scriptural truth. 
  
 Sadly, though, some get bogged down in the traditions of men.  Many times that tradition can 
become so strong that some give them equal weight with the scriptures.  Jesus said doing that 

“...Shine out among them like beacon lights,  

holding out to them the Word of Life”  (Phil 2:15-16) 
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makes the commandment of God of none effect (Matthew 15:6).  At times those traditions contradict 
the Word of God and thus become sinful within themselves.  The problem is the tradition has be-
come so ingrained into the thinking of some that they won't give it up no matter how much scripture 
you give them.  It is not that they stop believing in the scriptures, they just interpret the scriptures in 
light of their tradition.  That leads to spiritual blindness, which in turn leads to the ditch of condemna-
tion (Matthew 15:14). 
  
 There are scriptural and non-scriptural traditions.  Religiously, we must be sure to follow only 
the traditions that have their roots in the Word of God.  If it can't be found in the gospel, it should be 
dropped as a religious practice, regardless of how long it has been observed.   
 

Don 

 

Better To Be Silent 
By Bobby L. Graham 

 

T he Preacher in Ecclesiastes said that there is "a time to keep silence, a time to speak" (Eccl. 3:7).  A 
number of passages in Proverbs underline the same need.  Notice them. 

 

Prov 10:19: "In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is wise." 
Prov 17:27: "He that hath knowledge spareth his words: and a man of understanding is of an excellent spirit." 
Prov 21:23: "Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from troubles." 
  
In each passage the point involves the need to speak sparingly, to speak advisedly, to speak carefully.  
How much better it would be if we would think before speaking--to think of the carefulness that ought to 
characterize our speech.  The following questions must be considered before speaking: (1) Am I speaking 
the truth?  (2) Am I relating all relevant facts, lest partial truth leave the wrong impression?  (3) Am I 
motivated by any form of bitterness?  (4) Do I enjoy communicating the foibles and weaknesses of 
others?  (5) Do I speak words of kindness?  (6) Are my words needed? 
 
In these questions there are mental brakes that will restrain the unkind word, the inconsiderate word, the 
untrue word, the unnecessary word, the evil word, the hasty word, the misleading word.  Too often we 
speak because we enjoy our own speaking or because we have an overbearing estimate of our own 
worth.  In cases like these just identified, we would do better to remain silent.  In cases like these, silence 
is golden.  Silent is sometimes yellow in that we stay quiet out of fear, but we need to stay quiet in many 
instances.   
 
One such instance is the occasion when telling only part of the relevant information leaves the wrong 
impression.  My mother recently told me of an incident far back in my boyhood.  An aunt had come home 
from the hospital; the uncle, out of concern for her needs, did not want much company that first Sunday 
afternoon after her coming home.  Afraid that too many would go to visit,  Mother suggested not going 
then; but Daddy thought we should go to visit.  After our arrival at the house, little Bobby announced, 
"Mother didn't want to come here.  She said all of you would be here."  Little Bobby's word were true, but 
they left the false impression that Mother didn't want to be with the rest of the family. Childish naivete is 
understandable, but adult unkindness and inconsiderateness is not.  Let us be careful with our words, 
seeking always to build up and never to tear down.   


